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Resilience 

March 22, 2017 will be the one-year anniversary of the fire that destroyed our sanctuary.   
The newsletter from last March would be the last one we would produce for several months  
as we moved forward from the fire and returned to our offices and began to worship in 
Elmore Hall. 
 
The title of my newsletter article a year ago was "Courage."  I wrote the following: "a recurring 
theme of the Scripture lessons for Lent is whether we have the determination to proceed 
toward our God-given, Christ-centered purpose in life.  The Apostle Paul exhorted believers 
to “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.” (1 Corinthians 16:13)" 
 
That determination to proceed toward our purpose as a church was the foundation for  
what we did from the moment the fire happened.  At every point, the question was "what 
is the next step?"  Our key word was resilience. 
 
To me, resilience is the ability to keep moving forward, even after life has knocked you 
backwards.  Perhaps my favorite story in this regard is an often-ignored passage in Acts,  
just before Paul has the vision of the man from Macedonia.  The story is simply this: 
 
"6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia.  7 When they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them;  8 so, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas." – Acts 16:6-8 
 
In the next verse Paul gets a vision of where he is supposed to go.  But he didn't know this.  
He kept trying one destination, and then the next, and then the next.  What he didn't do  
was turn around.  I believe that the key factors in living the resilient life are simply having  
the willingness to accept what is no longer possible and look for next forward possibility. 
 
Resilience isn't stubbornness.  Resilience is the ability to move on to the next possibility.  
Hope is the faith that possibilities will still exist.  Despair is the belief that there are no  
more possibilities.  We don't know what lies ahead.  But we will be resilient.  We will not 
lose hope.  And we will be faithful to the Gospel. 
 
Peace and blessings, 
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News for the Congregation 

FPC LIVE BOLDLY 
ESSENTIALS 
FPC programming to equip you on your 
Christ-filled journey to Live Boldly 
 

Daytime Bible Study 
Join us the first Wednesday of each month for a Lunch 
& Learn Bible Study. This month we’ll meet March 1st 
from 12 – 1 pm in the Meeting Room. Bring your 
lunch and enjoy the conversation with Pastor Kellie. 

CROSSROADS 
Our 5:30 pm contemporary service, Crossroads, has 
resumed! The band sounds great in Elmore Hall!  
Crossroads features the same sermon as the morning 
service, backed by an excellent band in a casual 
environment.  Check it out and invite a friend! 

FPC WEEKLY 
WEDNESDAY  
LENTEN LUNCH: 

AN ANNUAL TRADITION! 
Join us every Wednesday of Lent from 12pm – 1pm for 
an informal worship service and group soup lunch. 
Stop by the FPC Chapel on your lunch hour and enjoy 
this time of soup and conversation. A Soup sign up is 
available. Join the Lenten Lunch: March 8, 15, 22, 29, 
and April 5, 12– 1 pm. 

FPC EASTER 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 1, 8 pm 
 

Lenten Lunches 
March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5, 12–1 pm 
 

Easter Lesson and Egg Hunt 
April 8, 11-1 pm 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 9 
 

Tenebrae Service 
April 14, 8 pm 
 

Labyrinth 
April 14, 4–7 pm 
April 15, 12–4 pm 
 

Easter 
April 16, 9 and 11 am 

TOO BUSY NOT TO PRAY 
Thursdays, March 2 through March 23 
7 - 8:30 pm in the East Room 
 

The urgent need for prayer is clear, but busyness 
still keeps many of us from finding time to pray.  
For over two decades Bill Hybels' book "Too Busy 
Not to Pray" has stood as a classic on prayer, helping 
Christians all over the world slow down to draw 
near to God.  Join Rev. Hong for this four-week 
series on prayer, featuring Bill Hybels' DVD 
presentations on adding the discipline of prayer  
to your life. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

Join us in Chapel for an Ash Wednesday Service at  
8 pm on Wednesday, March 1 which will include 
hymns, a brief message, the Lord's Supper, and the  
imposition of ashes. 
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SPARK HOPE 
FPC SPARK HOPE GALA: 
SAVE THE DATE 
OCTOBER 25TH  
 

It’s official – FPC will be hosting a Spark Hope Gala 
to raise funds for fire recovery. Save the date for 
Wednesday October 25th at Season’s, a popular event 
space in nearby Township of Washington. Starting in 
April look for monthly updates for how you can be 
involved in the Legacy Journal, Silent Auction and 
Gala Table ticket sales. Thank you to Gala chairs 
Kyung Lee, Karen Neus and Mercedes Zuluaga for 
their leadership of a special evening to raise money 
and celebrate the FPC community.  
 
FPC SPARK HOPE FIRE 1-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY GATHERING 
 

We hope you’ll join us at FPC on the evening of 
Wednesday March 22nd, the 1-Year Anniversary  
of the fire that destroyed the Sanctuary.  
 

7:15 pm Chapel:  
Plan to arrive at FPC and drop off a Dessert to share 
for our ‘Dessert Pot Luck’ following the Service for 
Reflection.  
 

7:30 pm (Sharp) Gather in Elmore to walk to FPC 
Memorial Garden: We will gather as a community  
in Elmore and then walk outside to the Memorial 
Garden for a brief Service for Reflection that includes 
a moment of silence, a time of song, a brief message 
and the lighting of (electric) candles.  
 

8:00 – 8:30 pm Chapel:  
Join us for a ‘Dessert Pot Luck’ as we gather as a 
community on this 1-year Anniversary of the fire.  
Outside Gathering is weather permitting; we will 
otherwise be in Elmore Hall.  

     
 
 
FPC COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
FPC will now be serving Coffee & Conversation (and 
cookies!) each Sunday in the Chapel following 11 am 
Worship. Hope you’ll join us each week and enjoy this 
ministry of food and friendship.  
 

Thanks to our February C&C hosts for their great  
help and ministry! Nicole Kim and Akira Fujitsuka, 
Ray and Ulah Fields, Carlos and Shahida Ramos, 
Eunice Dartey, Patience Okorie, Arlene Mattis, Shirley 
Murdock, Diane Christian, Alan Aluska, Linda Moats, 
and Lois Strauss. 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY  
St. Patrick's Day is March 17, just 
around the corner. Charlene and  
Debbie are planning to do the St.  
Patty's traditional dinner on Friday, 

March 10 at 6 pm.  Tickets are on sale through  
March 4.  No tickets will be sold at the door.   

ADULT  
ART CLASS: 
DRAWING, SEEING 
AND THINKING  
The winter session of this great class is in full swing. 
Look for details on an evening Spring class coming 
soon or for more information email Elaine at 
elainevo@verizon.net. 

EASTER IS COMING  
We have TWO identical celebrations of Easter on  
Sunday, April 16, at 9 am and 11 am.  With limited 
seating capacity in Elmore Hall, we encourage those  
of you who are able to attend the 9 am service.   
(Crossroads does not meet on Easter.)  Also  
remember that our deeply moving Service of  
Tenebrae is on Good Friday, April 14, at 8 p.m. 

FPC MEMBERSHIP 
Are you interested in becoming a 
member of FPC? Membership is 
simply an affirmation that this is 
your church home for this season of 

your life. Come meet some of the church leadership 
on Sunday, March 12 at either 12:30 pm or 5 pm in 
the East Room.  

 



 

Friends to Friends Youth 
Event for Middle Schoolers, 
High Schoolers & College 
Students 
Sunday, March 5, 4 - 8:30 pm |  
$3/person 
 

Meet with other youth from our 
presbytery-participate in activities, discussions, dinner 
and worship! For more info, you can reach out to  
Sherrier9@aol.com or Felicia@englewoodpres.org.  

FPC Family Ministries 

Youth Ushers and Lay 
Assistant Meeting  
Coming Up!  
March 5th, 12:15 pm in the 
Meeting Room 
 

All students in 7th grade+ 
are invited to join our  
usher/lay assistant meeting!  

 

 Learn what becoming an usher/lay  
assistant entails  

 Get to know your fellow ushers 
 Learn to log into the online scheduler 

 

Parents encouraged to join lunch and conversation! 
Pizza lunch will be served.  Please RSVP to  
Bennie Baez at benny.baez@bgfoods.com or  
Felicia@Englewoodpres.org so we can order  
enough food. 

Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

Game Night March 24th   
6 - 8 pm in the Art Loft 
Join us for pizza, games and fun! Bring a game and bring 
a friend! RSVP to Felicia@Englewoodpres.org 
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"Generation Change" Financial Series:  
Financial series for Middle/High Schoolers 
East Room 11 am March 12, 26, and April 2nd 
 

Learning the proper skills now, will ensure success 
later on!  Facilitated by Paul Platek, this three part 
series lays the foundation for proper practices in 
thinking about and using money. Please RSVP to 
Felicia@englewoodpres.org. 

First look ~ Nursery and Pre-K: How can you love like Jesus? 
Little ones will explore the story of the Samaritan helping the stranger. 
 
252 ~ Elementary: Forgiveness Project - "Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you" 
We will be exploring how to forgive, even when it is difficult. 
 

    XP3 ~ Middle School - GENERATION CHANGE led by Paul Platek 
    Classes meet in the East Room 11-12:15 pm | March 12, 26 & April 2 

Coming soon... 
Mark your calendars 
April 8th at 11 am  
Children will gather to learn  
the Easter story, create Easter 
themed crafts, share a pizza  
lunch and of course, hunt  
for eggs!!  
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FPC Mobilize for Mission: Help Build God’s World  
 

Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

First Press 

 

INDOOR  
LABYRINTH OPEN 
MARCH 17 & 18 
 

Come to a quiet place during  
LENT to meditate, pray, and walk the labyrinth in our 
beautiful Chapel. It is open on Friday, March 17 from  
4 - 7 pm and on Saturday, March 18 from 12 noon to  
4 pm. The Labyrinth Committee welcomes you also  
to visit the Lenten Prayer Centers in the East Room 
and walk the winding path. The turns and twists are  
like a metaphor for life, both our challenges and joys. 

 Healthy Aging resources and 
information are always available  
at the Information Center in the 
Chapel.  Have you used the national 
Prescription Discount card? Have 
you filled out the magnetized Medi-
cal Information form to hang on 

your refrigerator in case of an emergency?   
 

 Are you interested in preparing your Living Will  
Document and write down what you wish for at 
the end-of-life?  Then use the FIVE WISHES  
booklet, now available and offered in 3  
languages: Korean, Spanish and English. You  

can also borrow  the DVD and booklet 
called Next Steps to help you and your  
family through this process. 
 

 Would you like transportation to the 
church for worship or any other 
events?  Do you decide not to come to  
activities at night because you no longer 
drive in the dark?  We need to know so  
we can provide transportation to the 
church for any activity.   Contact Dorothy 
by phone: 201-568-7373, ext. 307 or  
dorothyv@englewoodpres.org  or call  
your Deacon. 

DEACONS SPONSOR 
AED/CPR TRAINING 
 

The Deacons have engaged On-Site Solu-
tions for Saturday, March 25 to train our 
ushers, greeters, parents, and any others 
who want to be certified or need to be  

re-certified in the use of an AED and CPR.  The course 
will be from 9 a.m. - 12 noon at a cost of only $ 30  with 
the remainder of the registration paid by the special  
Deacons Fund.  Registration begins immediately. 

MOBILIZE FOR MISSION: SPRING CLOTHING DRIVE  
 

FPC wants your spring and summer clothes! We are currently in the middle of our Spring Clothing 
Drive to help our "across the Hudson friends" at FPC Partner Church Jan Hus Presbyterian Church.  
We are relying on all of you to make this Spring clothing drive another FPC success! Thanks to our 

 coordinators Charlene Niland and David Johnson. Look for the Drop Off Center just outside Elmore Hall. 
 The FPC Spring Clothing Drive 2/26 – 4/2 is currently accepting: 
 

 ·     Spring/Summer Adult clothes and shoes   ·         Spring/Summer Kids clothes and shoes 
 ·     Canes and Walkers  for their Senior Center                    ·         Luggage  (with or without wheels)  
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From the Choir Room 

LENTEN CHORAL CONCERT 
On Sunday, March 19 at 5 pm our Chancel Choir will join 
with the choir of St. Paul’s Episcopal church in Englewood for 
a Lenten Vesper Concert at St. Paul’s.  Come and hear our 
combined choirs sing beautiful music for the Lenten season in 
the beautiful sanctuary of our neighbor church.  Music direc-
tor Mark Trautman, and organist David Macfarlane will be 
joined by a string quartet to accompany the combined forces. 

 

EASTER CHOIR 
It’s not too soon to start preparing for out 
beautiful Holy Week and Easter services. 
Anyone who is interested in joining the 
choir for the Lent/Easter season is invited 

to join us every Sunday at 9:30 for choir rehearsal in the choir 
room. Light refreshments are provided. Consider singing in 
the choir as your Lenten service offering. All are welcome! 
 

EASTER BRASS 
Once again we need to raise funds to  
underwrite the cost of the extra musicians and 
instruments for Good Friday and Easter.   
Contributions are requested to defray the cost 
of the trumpets, trombones and timpani that 
uplift our Easter services, and the violin, cello 
and oboe for Good Friday Tenebrae. If you 

would like to offer one of the instruments in memory of a 
loved one, please see David Macfarlane for more information. 

 

 

PER CAPITA GIVING 
 

By now everyone should have received a letter asking 
you to pay your per capita and explaining what the per 
capita is and why it is so important that you pay your 
share.  I won't go into why FPC needs to pay the per 
capita, but suffice it to say the church must pay the  
Presbytery $40.00 for each member, which will total 
more than $16,000.  Last year we collected $3,000 from 
the members resulting in a $13,000 hit to the bottom 
line of the church.  This is money which could have 
been used for mission and/or normal church expenses.  
The amount each family is asked to pay is $40.00 per 
church member, which includes young people who have 
been confirmed.  Children below confirmation age are 
not included. I thank everyone for their support 
Paul A. Platek, Stewardship Chair  
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MARCH 2017 CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship  

Service & Church 
School 

 

Nursery/ 
child care  

available from  
10:30 am- 
12:30 pm 

 

12 noon  
Coffee &  

Conversation 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads  

Contemporary 
Worship 

Child Care & 
Church School 

Every 
Sunday 
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Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973‐769‐0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Mission Strategy,  
Kellie Anderson‐Picallo  x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org 
 

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x304 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 

Office Assoicate,  
Beth Morrison  x303     
beth@englewoodpres.org 
 
Family Ministries Coordinator,  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302 
 felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 

Bookkeeper,  
Analia Brown  x308     
bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 
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EAST BERGEN CROP WALK  
East Bergen Crop Hunger Walk  will be on Sunday,  
May 7, with registration at 1:30 and the 1, 2, or 4 mile  
WALK starting at 2 pm. Invite sponsors for your  
Walk so you can make a difference in our world.  
Sponsor Walk forms available in March. 


